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1 66 Publications of the 

appeared to be roughly circular and less than 2' in diameter. 

There was no well-defined condensation. 

By May 7th the comet was too faint to measure with the 

12-inch telescope. A rough comparison with the ephemeris in 

A. N. 4172 gives the residuals (O-C) for May 7th, + 18 s 

and + i'-S- ^. ^ * 

R. G. Aitken. 

May 24, 1907. 

Visual Observations of Comet 1905 IV. 

A note in No. 113 of these Publications (p. 88) calls atten- 
tion to the reobservation, photographically, on March 21, 
1907, of this comet, which was originally discovered by Kopff 
in March, 1906* tJnfavorable weather conditions prevented 
my looking for the comet with the 36-inch refractor until the 
night of April 20, 1907, when it was readily seen. Though it 
was hardly as bright as a I4th-magnitude star, it was not a 
very difficult object to measure, because it had a well-defined 
nucleus of about 15J4 or 16th magnitude. 

A second observation was secured on May 4, 1907, and a 
comparison of the two with Weisse's ephemeris in A. N. 4166 
shows that the observed motion is slightly more rapid than the 

predkted - R. G. Aitken. 

May 24, 1907. 

Note on Comet a 1907 (Giacobini). 

From four observations (March 9th, by Giacobini, at Nice; 
March 13th, April 3d, by Fath, at Mt. Hamilton; April 9th, 
by Aitken, at Mt. Hamilton) a second orbit of Comet a 1907 
has been computed under the direction of Professor Crawford. 
The fourth observation was. introduced into the computation 
by the formation of a fictitious third position based on the two 
April observations. 

The four observations are satisfactorily represented by a 
parabola. The inclination of the plane of the orbit to that 
of the ecliptic is 141 ° 39'; the longitude of the ascending 
node is 97 39'; the longitude of perihelion is 54 21'. The. 
perihelion distance is 2.05 astronomical units, and the time of 
perihelion passage is March 19, 1907. The elements and an 
ephemeris extending to the end of May are published in Lick 
Observatory Bulletin, No. 113. The comet is moving away 
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from both the Sun and the Earth, and it is following the 
ephemeris very closely. Sturla Einarson, 

Berkeley Astronomical Department, ^. iLSTELLE CjLANCY, 

May 19, 1907. Alice Joy. 

Note on Comet c 1907 (Ctiacobini). 

A preliminary orbit of Comet c 1907 has just been com- 
pleted as this number of the Publications is going to press. 
The three observations used were made June 1st, 3d, and 4th, 
by Giacobini at Nice, Hammond at Washington, and Aitken 
at Mt. Hamilton, respectively. The elements and an ephemeris 
are given in Lick Observatory Bulletin, No. 116. The obser- 
vations are represented by a parabola. The inclination of the 
orbit plane to the ecliptic is 16 ; the longitude of the ascending 
node is 161 °. It was nearest to the Sun on May 27th, at 
which time it was 117,000,000 miles distant. The comet is 
faint and is receding from both the Earth and the Sun. At 
present it is east of the sickle in Leo. It is traveling toward 
/J Leonis, and on June 21st will be about 5 due north of it. 

Berkeley Astronomical Department, oTURLA iilNARSON, 

June 5, 1007. ESTELLE GLANCY. 

Plans for Observing the Total Eclipse of January, 1908. 

Arrangements have been completed to dispatch an expedition 
from the Lick Observatory to observe the total solar eclipse 
of January 3, 1908. The Moon's shadow will cross the central 
Pacific Ocean from west to east, and pass over only two known 
islands. One of these is Flint Island, in longitude 151 ° 48' W. 
and latitude 1 1 ° 26' S., — that is, about 390 miles northwest of 
the island of Tahiti. 

The eclipse will occur at 11:18, local mean time, with the 
Sun at zenith-distance 15 . The duration given by the Ameri- 
can Ephemeris will be 4 m 6 s . 

The generosity of Mr. William H. Crocker has made pos- 
sible the sending of the expedition. 

The expedition will sail from San Francisco on November 
22d for Tahiti. The problem of transportation from Tahiti 
to Flint Island and return was a difficult one, but the interest 
of the Navy Department of the United States Government was 
enlisted, and the U. S. gunboat "Annapolis" has been detailed 
to meet the expedition at Tahiti, transport it to Flint Island, 



